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This dataset provides the data for the 2014 Chapel Hill Expert Survey of EU candidate countries
and Ukraine. It provides the positioning of 62 political parties on political ideology, European inte-
gration, and policy positions in 7 countries: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia,
Montenegro, Serbia and Ukraine. The survey was administered in 2014 and 2015 to 125 experts
specializing in political parties and European integration in one of the countries considered.

The Chapel Hill expert survey was conducted by Ryan Bakker, Erica Edwards, Liesbet Hooghe,
Seth Jolly, Gary Marks, Jonathan Polk, Jan Rovny, Marco Steenbergen and Milada Vachudova.
The CHES team gratefully acknowledges funding from the following organizations and grants.

• The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s European Union Center of Excellence.

• The European Union’s ERC Advanced Grant on Causes and Consequences of Multilevel Gov-
ernance (No. 249543) and its Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme (No. 649281).

• A public grant overseen by the French National Research Agency (ANR) as part of the “In-
vestissements d’Avenir” program LIEPP (ANR-11-LABX-0091, ANR-11-IDEX-0005-02)

• The Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsrådet), grant number 421-2012-1188.

• Riksbankens Jubileumsfond, grant number P13-1090:1.

The 2014_CHES_candidate_dataset_means.dta Stata file contains average expert judgments per
political party. The 2014_CHES_candidate_dataset_expert-level.dta dataset provides information
at the level of the individual expert and allows researchers to aggregate expert scores and estimate
standard deviations among expert judgments. The survey questionnaire specifies the full question
format.1

*In papers or publications utilizing this dataset, we ask users to refer to the dataset as the 2014
Chapel Hill expert survey and cite documentation as follows (this citation will be replaced by the
article of record for the data set when information is available):

Ryan Bakker, Erica Edwards, Liesbet Hooghe, Seth Jolly, Gary Marks, Jonathan Polk, Jan Rovny,
Marco Steenbergen, and Milada Vachudova. 2015. “2014 Chapel Hill Expert Survey.” Version
2015.1. Available on chesdata.eu. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

1The dataset files and questionnaires are available on the website (chesdata.eu) in Stata (.dta) and .csv formats.
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General Questions

COUNTRY = unique identifier for each country.
CNAME = country name (in English).

Country ID Country Country
Abbreviation

30 BIH Bosnia and Herzegovina
32 MKD Macedonia
33 SER Serbia
41 ALB Albania
42 KOS Kosovo
43 MNE Montenegro
44 UKR Ukraine

PARTY_ID = unique identifier for each party.
PARTY_NAME = party abbreviation.
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Entries for the questions on the following pages are the mean of expert responses for a particular
party.

General Questions on European Integration

MEMBERSHIP = overall orientation of the party leadership towards membership of the Euro-
pean Union in 2014.

1 = Strongly opposed
2 = Opposed
3 = Somewhat opposed
4 = Neutral
5 = Somewhat in favor
6 = In favor
7 = Strongly in favor

EU_SALIENCE = relative salience of European integration in the party’s public stance in 2014.

0 = European Integration is of no importance.
:
10 = European Integration is of great importance.

EU_POSITION_SD = standard deviation of expert placement of overall orientation of the party
leadership towards European integration in 2014.

EU_DISSENT = degree of dissent on European integration in 2014.

0 = Party was completely united.
:
10 = Party was extremely divided.

REQUIRE_ECON = position of the party leadership in 2014 on fulfilling the economic require-
ments of EU membership

1 = Strongly opposes
2 = Opposes
3 = Somewhat opposes
4 = Neutral
5 = Somewhat favors
6 = Favors
7 = Strongly favors
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REQUIRE_POL = position of the party leadership in 2014 on fulfilling the political requirements
of EU membership (treatment of ethnic minorities, women’s rights, and/or holding accountable those
accused of war crimes)

1 = Strongly opposes
2 = Opposes
3 = Somewhat opposes
4 = Neutral
5 = Somewhat favors
6 = Favors
7 = Strongly favors

REQUIRE_GOV = position of the party leadership in 2014 on fulfilling the good governance
requirements of EU membership (administrative transparency, accountability, civil service reform
and judicial reform).

1 = Strongly opposes
2 = Opposes
3 = Somewhat opposes
4 = Neutral
5 = Somewhat favors
6 = Favors
7 = Strongly favors

Ideological Questions

LRGEN = position of the party in 2014 in terms of its overall ideological stance.

0 = Extreme left
:
5 = Center
:
10 = Extreme right

LRGEN_SD = standard deviation of expert placement of the party in 2014 in terms of its overall
ideological stance.
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LRECON = position of the party in 2014 in terms of its ideological stance on economic issues.
Parties can be classified in terms of their stance on economic issues. Parties on the economic left
want government to play an active role in the economy. Parties on the economic right emphasize a
reduced economic role for government: privatization, lower taxes, less regulation, less government
spending, and a leaner welfare state.

0 = extreme left
:
5 = center
:
10 = extreme right

LRECON_SALIENCE = relative salience of economic issues in the party’s public stance in
2014.

0 = No importance.
:
10 = Great importance.

LRECON_SD = standard deviation of expert placement of the party in 2014 in terms of its
ideological stance on economic issues.

GALTAN = position of the party in 2014 in terms of their views on democratic freedoms and rights.
“Libertarian” or “postmaterialist” parties favor expanded personal freedoms, for example, access to
abortion, active euthanasia, same-sex marriage, or greater democratic participation. “Traditional”
or “authoritarian” parties often reject these ideas; they value order, tradition, and stability, and
believe that the government should be a firm moral authority on social and cultural issues.

0 = Libertarian/Postmaterialist
:
5 = center
:
10 = Traditional/Authoritarian

GALTAN_SALIENCE = relative salience of libertarian/traditional issues in the party’s public
stance in 2014.

0 = No importance.
:
10 = Great importance.

GALTAN_SD = standard deviation of expert placement of the party in 2014 in terms of their
views on democratic freedoms and rights.
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Policy Dimensions

SPENDVTAX = position on improving public services vs. reducing taxes.

0 = Fully in favour of raising taxes to increase public services
:
10 = Fully in favour of cutting public services to cut taxes.

DEREGULATION = position on deregulation.

0 = Strongly opposes deregulation of markets
:
10 = Strongly supports deregulation of markets

REDISTRIBUTION = position on redistribution of wealth from the rich to the poor.

0 = Fully in favor of redistribution
:
10 = Fully opposed to redistribution

ECON_INTERVEN = position on state intervention in the economy.

0 = Fully in favor of state intervention
:
10 = Fully opposed to state intervention

CIVLIB_LAWORDER = position on civil liberties vs. law and order.

0 = Strongly promotes civil liberties
:
10 = Strongly supports tough measures to fight crime

8



SOCIALLIFESTYLE = position on social lifestyle (e.g. homosexuality).

0 = Strongly supports liberal policies
:
10 = Strongly opposes liberal policies

RELIGIOUS_PRINCIPLE = position on role of religious principles in politics.

0 = Strongly opposes religious principles in politics
:
10 = Strongly supports religious principles in politics

IMMIGRATE_POLICY = position on immigration policy.

0 = Fully opposed to a restrictive policy on immigration
:
10 = Fully in favor of a restrictive policy on immigration

MULTICULTURALISM = position on integration of immigrants and asylum seekers (multicul-
turalism vs. assimilation).

0 = Strongly favors multiculturalism
:
10 = Strongly favors assimilation

URBAN_RURAL = position on urban vs. rural interests.

0 = Strongly supports urban interests
:
10 = Strongly supports rural interests

ENVIRONMENT = position towards the environment.

0 = Strongly supports environmental protection even at the cost of economic growth
:
10 = Strongly supports economic growth even at the cost of environmental protection

REGIONS = position on political decentralization to regions/localities.

0 = Strongly favors political decentralization
:
10 = Strongly opposes political decentralization
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INTERNATIONAL_SECURITY = position towards international security and peacekeeping
missions.

0 = Strongly favors COUNTRY troop deployment
:
10 = Strongly opposes COUNTRY troop deployment

ETHNIC_MINORITIES = position towards ethnic minorities.

0 = Strongly supports more rights for ethnic minorities
:
10 = Strongly opposes more rights for ethnic minorities

NATIONALISM = position towards nationalism.

0 = Strongly promotes cosmopolitan rather than nationalist conceptions of society
:
10 = Strongly promotes nationalist rather than cosmopolitan conceptions of society

Salience

ANTIELITE_SALIENCE = salience of anti-establishment and anti-elite rhetoric.

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

CORRUPT_SALIENCE = salience of reducing political corruption.

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important
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Ukraine-specific questions

Given the particular situation in Ukraine in 2014, the Ukraine survey includes 5 Ukraine-specific
questions that were asked only in this country:

CONFLICT_RES = party leadership position on the resolution of the conflict in the regions of
Donetsk and Luhansk

0 = The regions should be fully reintegrated into Ukraine
:
10 = The regions should be allowed to become independent

REGION_STATUS = party leadership position on the status of the regions of Donetsk and
Luhansk

0 = The regions should remain regular ‘oblast’ in Ukraine with equal status as the others
:
10 = The regions should have special status, becoming autonomous republics in Ukraine

LANGUAGES = party leadership position on state languages

0 = Russian and Ukrainian should both be state languages
:
10 = Ukrainian should be the only state language. Russian should not be used for
state/official functions anywhere in Ukraine.

RUSSIA_ROLE = party leadership view of the role of the Russian Federation in the conflict in
Ukraine

0 = Russia is not militarily involved
:
10 = Regular Russian troops are fighting in Ukraine on the orders of Russia.

OLIGARCHS = image of the party in society based on its leadership, financing and supporting
networks

0 = The party is completely free from the influence of oligarchs
:
10 = The party is completely controlled by oligarchs.

Last updated: November 12, 2015.
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