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This dataset provides the data for the 2019 Chapel Hill Expert Survey on the positioning of 58
political parties on political ideology, European integration, and policy positions in EU accession
countries. The survey was administered between July 2020 to September 2020 to experts specializing
in political parties and European integration in one of the countries considered.
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The 2019_CHES_Candidate_means.dta Stata file contains average expert judgments per political
party. The 2019_CHES_Candidate_expert-level.dta dataset provides information at the level of the
individual expert and allows researchers to aggregate expert scores and estimate standard deviations
among expert judgments. The survey questionnaire specifies the full question format.

*In papers or publications utilizing this dataset, we ask users to refer to the dataset as the 2019
Chapel Hill candidate survey and cite documentation as follows (this citation will be replaced by
the article of record for the data set when information is available):
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gen, and Milada Vachudova. 2020. “2019 Chapel Hill Candidate Survey.” Version 2019.1. Available
on chesdata.eu. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
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General Questions

COUNTRY = unique identifier for each country.

Country ID Country
30 Bosnia and Herzegovina
32 North Macedonia
33 Serbia
41 Albania
42 Kosovo
43 Montenegro

PARTY_ID = unique identifier for each party.1

PARTY = party abbreviation.

1Included are political parties that obtain at least 3 percent of the vote in the national election immediately prior
to the survey year or that elect at least one representative to the national parliament.

2



P
A

R
T

Y
=

pa
rt

y
ab

br
ev

ia
ti

on
C

ou
nt

ry
P
ar

ty
ID

P
ar

ty
A

bb
re

v
P
ar

ty
N

am
e

P
ar

ty
N

am
e

(E
ng

lis
h)

B
iH

30
01

SD
A

St
ra

nk
a

D
em

ok
ra

ts
ke

A
kc

ije
P
ar

ty
of

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

A
ct

io
n

B
iH

30
03

SD
P

So
ci

ja
ld

em
ok

ra
ts

ka
P
ar

ti
ja

B
os

ne
iH

er
ce

go
vi

ne
So

ci
al

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

P
ar

ty
of

B
os

ni
a

an
d

H
er

ze
go

vi
na

B
iH

30
04

H
D

Z
B

iH
H

rv
at

sk
a

D
em

ok
ra

ts
ka

Za
je

dn
ic

a
B

os
ne

iH
er

ce
go

vi
ne

C
ro

at
ia

n
D

em
oc

ra
ti

c
U

ni
on

of
B

os
ni

a
an

d
H

er
ze

go
vi

na
B

iH
30

06
SN

SD
Sa

ve
z

ne
za

vi
sn

ih
so

ci
ja

ld
em

ok
ra

ta
A

lli
an

ce
of

In
de

pe
nd

en
t

So
ci

al
D

em
oc

ra
ts

B
iH

30
07

SD
S

Sr
ps

ka
D

em
ok

ra
ts

ka
St

ra
nk

a
Se

rb
ia

n
D

em
oc

ra
ti

c
P
ar

ty
B

iH
30

08
D

F
D

em
ok

ra
ts

ka
Fr

on
ta

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

Fr
on

t
B

iH
30

09
SB

B
B

iH
Sa

ve
z

za
bo

lju
bu

du
cn

os
t

B
iH

U
ni

on
fo

r
a

B
et

te
r

Fu
tu

re
B

iH
30

11
P

D
P

P
ar

ti
ja

D
em

ok
ra

ts
ko

g
pr

og
re

sa
P
ar

ty
of

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

P
ro

gr
es

s
B

iH
30

13
D

N
S

D
em

ok
ra

ts
ki

N
ar

od
ni

Sa
ve

z
D

em
oc

ra
ti

c
P
eo

pl
e’

s
A

lli
an

ce
B

iH
30

14
N

S
N

as
a

st
ra

nk
a

O
ur

P
ar

ty
B

iH
30

15
P

D
A

P
ok

re
t

de
m

ok
ra

ts
ke

ak
ci

je
M

ov
em

en
t

of
D

em
oc

ra
ti

c
A

ct
io

n
B

iH
30

16
SP

So
ci

ja
lis

ti
ck

a
P
ar

ti
ja

So
ci

al
is

t
P
ar

ty
B

iH
30

17
A

SD
A

St
ra

nk
a

de
m

ok
ra

ts
ke

ak
ti

vn
os

ti
P
ar

ty
of

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

A
ct

iv
it
y

N
.M

ac
ed

on
ia

32
01

V
M

R
O

-D
P

M
N

E
V

na
tr

es
na

M
ak

ed
on

sk
a

R
ev

ol
uc

io
ne

rn
a

O
rg

an
iz

ac
ija

In
te

rn
al

M
ac

ed
on

ia
n

R
ev

ol
ut

io
na

ry
O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

D
em

ok
ra

ts
ka

P
ar

ti
ja

za
M

ak
ed

on
sk

o
N

ac
io

na
ln

o
E

di
ns

tv
o

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

P
ar

ty
fo

r
M

ac
ed

on
ia

n
N

at
io

na
lU

ni
ty

N
.M

ac
ed

on
ia

32
02

SD
SM

So
ci

ja
ld

em
ok

ra
ts

ki
So

ju
z

na
M

ak
ed

on
ija

So
ci

al
D

em
oc

ra
ti

c
U

ni
on

of
M

ac
ed

on
ia

N
.M

ac
ed

on
ia

32
04

D
U

I
D

em
ok

ra
ts

ka
U

ni
ja

za
In

te
gr

ac
ija

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

U
ni

on
fo

r
In

te
gr

at
io

n
B

as
hk

im
iD

em
ok

ra
ti

k
pe

r
In

te
gr

im
N

.M
ac

ed
on

ia
32

05
D

PA
D

em
ok

ra
ts

ka
P
ar

ti
ja

na
A

lb
an

ci
te

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

P
ar

ty
of

A
lb

an
ia

ns
P
ar

ti
a

D
em

ok
ra

ti
ke

Sh
qi

pt
ar

e
N

.M
ac

ed
on

ia
32

10
B

E
SA

D
vi

ze
nj

e
B

es
a

B
es

a
M

ov
em

en
t

L
ev

iz
ja

B
es

a
N

.M
ac

ed
on

ia
32

11
A

A
A

lij
an

sa
za

A
lb

an
ci

te
A

lli
an

ce
fo

r
A

lb
an

ia
ns

A
le

an
ca

pe
r

Sh
qi

pt
ar

et
N

.M
ac

ed
on

ia
32

12
L
ev

ic
a

L
ev

ic
a

T
he

L
ef

t
Se

rb
ia

33
01

SR
S

Sr
ps

ka
R

ad
ik

al
na

St
ra

nk
a

Se
rb

ia
n

R
ad

ic
al

P
ar

ty
Se

rb
ia

33
02

D
S

D
em

ok
ra

ts
ka

St
ra

nk
a

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

P
ar

ty
Se

rb
ia

33
07

SP
S

So
ci

ja
lis

ti
ck

a
P
ar

ti
ja

Sr
bi

je
So

ci
al

is
t

P
ar

ty
of

Se
rb

ia
Se

rb
ia

33
10

SN
S

Sr
ps

ka
N

ap
re

dn
a

St
ra

nk
a

Se
rb

ia
n

P
ro

gr
es

si
ve

P
ar

ty
Se

rb
ia

33
15

D
ve

ri
Sr

ps
ki

P
ok

re
t

D
ve

ri
Se

rb
ia

n
M

ov
em

en
t

D
ve

ri
Se

rb
ia

33
16

SP
A

S
Sr

ps
ki

pa
tr

io
ts

ki
sa

ve
z

Se
rb

ia
n

P
at

ri
ot

ic
A

lli
an

ce
Se

rb
ia

33
17

N
S

N
ar

od
na

st
ra

nk
a

P
eo

pl
e’

s
P
ar

ty
Se

rb
ia

33
18

SS
P

St
ra

nk
a

sl
ob

od
e

ip
ra

vd
e

P
ar

ty
of

Fr
ee

do
m

an
d

Ju
st

ic
e

Se
rb

ia
33

19
P

SG
P
ok

re
t

sl
ob

od
ni

h
gr

ađ
an

a
M

ov
em

en
t

of
Fr

ee
C

it
iz

en
s

A
lb

an
ia

41
01

P
S

P
ar

ti
a

So
ci

al
is

te
e

Sh
qi

pe
ri

se
So

ci
al

is
t

P
ar

ty
of

A
lb

an
ia

A
lb

an
ia

41
02

L
SI

L
ev

iz
ja

So
ci

al
is

te
pe

r
In

te
gr

im
So

ci
al

is
t

M
ov

em
en

t
fo

r
In

te
gr

at
io

n
A

lb
an

ia
41

05
P

D
P
ar

ti
a

D
em

ok
ra

ti
ke

e
Sh

qi
pe

ri
se

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

P
ar

ty
of

A
lb

an
ia

A
lb

an
ia

41
07

P
D

IU
P
ar

ti
a

D
re

jt
es

i,
In

te
gr

im
dh

e
U

ni
te

t
T

he
P
ar

ty
fo

r
Ju

st
ic

e,
In

te
gr

at
io

n
an

d
U

ni
ty

A
lb

an
ia

41
08

P
SD

P
ar

ti
a

So
ci

al
de

m
ok

ra
te

e
Sh

qi
pe

ri
se

So
ci

al
D

em
oc

ra
ti

c
P
ar

ty
of

A
lb

an
ia

C
on

ti
nu

ed
on

ne
xt

pa
ge

3



P
A

R
T

Y
=

pa
rt

y
ab

br
ev

ia
ti

on
(c

on
ti

nu
ed

fr
om

p
re

vi
ou

s
p
ag

e)
C

ou
nt

ry
P
ar

ty
ID

P
ar

ty
A

bb
re

v
P
ar

ty
N

am
e

P
ar

ty
N

am
e

(E
ng

lis
h)

A
lb

an
ia

41
09

G
ru

pi
D

em
ok

ra
t

G
ru

pi
D

em
ok

ra
t

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

G
ro

up
A

lb
an

ia
41

10
G

ru
pi

pa
rt

it
e

e
dj

at
ht

a
G

ru
pi

pa
rt

it
e

e
dj

at
ht

a
D

em
oc

ra
cy

an
d

Ju
st

ic
e

G
ro

up
A

lb
an

ia
41

11
T
e

P
ar

vu
r

T
e

P
av

ar
ur

In
de

pe
nd

en
t

G
ro

up
K

os
ov

o
42

01
P

D
K

P
ar

ti
a

D
em

ok
ra

ti
ke

e
K

os
ov

es
D

em
oc

ra
ti

c
P
ar

ty
of

K
os

ov
o

K
os

ov
o

42
02

L
D

K
L
id

hj
a

D
em

ok
ra

ti
ke

e
K

os
ov

es
D

em
oc

ra
ti

c
L
ea

gu
e

of
K

os
ov

o
K

os
ov

o
42

03
LV

V
et

ev
en

do
sj

e
Se

lf-
de

te
rm

in
at

io
n

K
os

ov
o

42
05

SL
Sr

ps
ka

L
is

ta
Se

rb
L
is

t
K

os
ov

o
42

07
A

K
R

A
le

an
ca

K
os

ov
a

e
R

e
N

ew
K

os
ov

o
A

lli
an

ce
K

os
ov

o
42

08
N

IS
M

A
N

is
m

a
So

ci
al

de
m

ok
ra

te
So

ci
al

de
m

oc
ra

ti
c

In
it

ia
ti

ve
K

os
ov

o
42

09
V

ak
at

K
oa

lic
ija

V
ak

at
C

oa
lit

io
n

V
ak

at
K

os
ov

o
42

10
K

D
T

P
K

os
ov

a
D

em
ok

ra
ti

k
T
ur

k
P
ar

ti
si

T
he

T
ur

ki
sh

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

P
ar

ty
of

K
os

ov
o

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

43
01

D
P

S
D

em
ok

ra
ts

ka
P
ar

ti
ja

So
ci

ja
lis

ta
D

em
oc

ra
ti

c
P
ar

ty
of

So
ci

al
is

ts
M

on
te

ne
gr

o
43

02
SD

P
So

ci
ja

ld
em

ok
ra

ts
ka

P
ar

ti
ja

C
rn

e
G

or
e

So
ci

al
D

em
oc

ra
ti

c
P
ar

ty
of

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

43
04

N
O

V
A

N
ov

a
sr

ps
ka

de
m

ok
ra

ti
ja

N
ew

Se
rb

D
em

oc
ra

cy
M

on
te

ne
gr

o
43

05
P

zP
P
ok

re
t

za
pr

om
je

ne
M

ov
em

en
t

fo
r

C
ha

ng
es

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

43
06

SN
P

So
ci

ja
lis

ti
ck

a
N

ar
od

na
P
ar

ti
ja

C
rn

e
G

or
e

So
ci

al
is

t
P
eo

pl
e’

s
P
ar

ty
of

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

43
08

B
S

B
os

nj
ac

ka
St

ra
nk

a
B

os
ni

ak
P
ar

ty
M

on
te

ne
gr

o
43

09
D

E
M

O
S

D
em

ok
ra

ts
ki

Sa
ve

z
D

em
oc

ra
ti

c
A

lli
an

ce
M

on
te

ne
gr

o
43

10
U

R
A

U
je

di
nj

en
a

R
ef

or
m

sk
a

A
kc

ija
U

ni
te

d
R

ef
or

m
A

ct
io

n
M

on
te

ne
gr

o
43

11
D

C
G

D
em

ok
ra

ts
ka

C
rn

a
G

or
a

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

43
12

SD
So

ci
ja

ld
em

ok
ra

te
C

rn
e

G
or

e
So

ci
al

D
em

oc
ra

ts
of

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

43
13

F
O

R
C

A
N

ov
a

D
em

ok
ra

ts
ka

Sn
ag

a
N

ew
D

em
oc

ra
ti

c
Fo

rc
e

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

43
14

H
G

I
H

rv
at

sk
a

G
ra

dz
an

sk
a

In
ic

ija
ti

va
C

ro
at

ia
n

C
iv

ic
In

it
ia

ti
ve

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

43
15

D
N

P
D

em
ok

ra
ts

ka
na

ro
dn

a
pa

rt
ija

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c

P
eo

pl
e’

s
P
ar

ty

4



Entries for the questions on the following pages are the mean of expert responses for a particular
party.

General Questions on European Integration

POSITION = overall orientation of the party leadership towards membership of the European
Union 2019.

1 = Strongly opposed
2 = Opposed
3 = Somewhat opposed
4 = Neutral
5 = Somewhat in favor
6 = In favor
7 = Strongly in favor

EU_SALIENCE = relative salience of European integration in the party’s public stance in 2019.

0 = European Integration is of no importance.
:
10 = European Integration is of great importance.

EU_DISSENT = degree of dissent on European integration in 2019.

0 = Party was completely united.
:
10 = Party was extremely divided.

EU_BLUR = how blurry was each party’s position on on European integration in 2019.

0 = Not at all blurred.
:
10 = Extremely blurred.
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Ideological Questions

LRGEN = position of the party in 2019 in terms of its overall ideological stance.

0 = Extreme left
:
5 = Center
:
10 = Extreme right

LRECON = position of the party in 2019 in terms of its ideological stance on economic issues.
Parties can be classified in terms of their stance on economic issues such as privatization, taxes,
regulation, government spending, and the welfare state. Parties on the economic left want govern-
ment to play an active role in the economy. Parties on the economic right want a reduced role for
government.

0 = extreme left
:
5 = center
:
10 = extreme right

LRECON_SD = standard deviation of expert placement of the party in 2019 in terms of its
ideological stance on economic issues.

LRECON_SALIENCE = relative salience of economic issues in the party’s public stance in
2019.

0 = No importance.
:
10 = Great importance.

LRECON_DISSENT = degree of dissent on economic issues in 2019.

0 = Party was completely united.
:
10 = Party was extremely divided.

LRECON_BLUR = how blurry was each party’s position on economic issues in 2019.

0 = Not at all blurred.
:
10 = Extremely blurred.
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GALTAN = position of the party in 2019 in terms of their views on social and cultural values.
“Libertarian” or “postmaterialist” parties favor expanded personal freedoms, for example, abortion
rights, divorce, and same-sex marriage. “Traditional” or “authoritarian” parties reject these ideas
in favor of order, tradition, and stability, believing that the government should be a firm moral
authority on social and cultural issues.

0 = Libertarian/Postmaterialist
:
5 = center
:
10 = Traditional/Authoritarian

GALTAN_SD = standard deviation of expert placement of the party in 2019 in terms of their
views on democratic freedoms and rights.

GALTAN_SALIENCE = relative salience of libertarian/traditional issues in the party’s public
stance in 2019.

0 = No importance.
:
10 = Great importance.

GALTAN_DISSENT = degree of dissent on libertarian/traditional issues in 2019.

0 = Party was completely united.
:
10 = Party was extremely divided.

GALTAN_BLUR = how blurry was each party’s position on libertarian/traditional issues in
2019.

0 = Not at all blurred.
:
10 = Extremely blurred.

Policy Dimensions

IMMIGRATE_POLICY = position on immigration policy.

0 = Strongly favors a liberal policy on immigration
:
10 = Strongly favors a restrictive policy on immigration

7



IMMIGRATE_SALIENCE = relative salience of imigration policy in the party’s public stance
in 2019.

0 = No importance.
:
10 = Great importance.

IMMIGRATE_DISSENT = degree of dissent on immigration policy in 2019.

0 = Party was completely united.
:
10 = Party was extremely divided.

MULTICULTURALISM = position on integration of immigrants and asylum seekers (multicul-
turalism vs. assimilation).

0 = Strongly favors multiculturalism
:
10 = Strongly favors assimilation

MULTICULT_SALIENCE = relative salience of immigrants and asylum seekers issues in the
party’s public stance in 2019.

0 = No importance.
:
10 = Great importance.

MULTICULT_DISSENT = degree of dissent on immigrants and asylum seekers issues in 2019.

0 = Party was completely united.
:
10 = Party was extremely divided.

REDISTRIBUTION = position on redistribution of wealth from the rich to the poor. poor.

0 = Strongly favors redistribution :
10 = Strongly opposes redistribution

REDIST_SALIENCE = relative salience of redistribution in the party’s public stance in 2019.

0 = No importance.
:
10 = Great importance.
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ENVIRONMENT = position towards environmental sustainability.

0 = Strongly supports environmental protection even at the cost of economic growth
:
10 = Strongly supports economic growth even at the cost of environmental protection.

ENVIRO_SALIENCE = relative salience of environmental sustainability in the party’s public
stance in 2019.

0 = No importance.
:
10 = Great importance.

SPENDVTAX = position on improving public services vs. reducing taxes during 2019.

0 = Strongly favors improving public services
:
10 = Strongly favors reducing taxes.

DEREGULATION = position on deregulation of markets.

0 = Strongly opposes deregulation of markets
:
10 = Strongly favors deregulation of markets

ECON_INTERVEN = position on state intervention in the economy.

0 = Fully in favor of state intervention
:
10 = Fully opposed to state intervention

CIVLIB_LAWORDER = position on civil liberties vs. law and order.

0 = Strongly favors civil liberties
:
10 = Strongly favors tough measures to fight crime

SOCIALLIFESTYLE = position on social lifestyle (e.g. rights for homosexuals, gender equality).

0 = Strongly supports liberal policies
:
10 = Strongly opposes liberal policies

9



RELIGIOUS_PRINCIPLES = position on role of religious principles in politics.

0 = Strongly opposes religious principles in politics
:
10 = Strongly supports religious principles in politics

ETHNIC_MINORITIES = position towards ethnic minority rights.

0 = Strongly favors more rights for ethnic minorities
:
10 = Strongly opposes more rights for ethnic minorities

NATIONALISM = position towards cosmopolitanism vs. nationalism.

0 = Strongly promotes cosmopolitan conceptions of society
:
10 = Strongly promotes nationalist conceptions of society

URBAN_RURAL = position on urban/rural interests.

0 = Strongly supports urban interests
:
10 = Strongly supports rural interests.

PROTECTIONISM = position towards trade liberalization/protectionism.

0 = Strongly favors trade liberalization
:
10 = Strongly favors protection of domestic producers.

REGIONS = position on political decentralization to regions/localities.

0 = Strongly favors political decentralization
:
10 = Strongly opposes political decentralization.

RUSSIAN_INTERFERENCE = salience of Russian interference in domestic affairs for the
party leadership.

0 = No importance
:
10 = Great importance.
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ANTI_ISLAM = salience of anti-Islam rhetoric for the party leadership. [Question not asked in
Albania]

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important.

Party characteristics

PEOPLE_VS_ELITE = position on people vs elected representatives. Some political parties
take the position that ‘the people’ should have the final say on the most important issues, for
example, by voting directly in referendums. At the opposite pole are political parties that believe
that elected representatives should make the most important political decisions.

0 = Elected office holders should make the most important decisions
:
10 = ‘The people’, not politicians, should make the most important decisions.

ANTIELITE_SALIENCE = salience of anti-establishment and anti-elite rhetoric.

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

CORRUPT_SALIENCE = salience of reducing political corruption.

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

MEMBERS_VS_LEADERSHIP = position on party leadership vs. members/activists mak-
ing party policy choices.

0 = Members/activists have complete control over policy choices
:
10 = Leadership has complete control over policy choices.

11



Specific EU Accession Questions

EU_ECON_REQUIRE = position on fulfilling the economic requirements of EU membership.

1 = Strongly opposed to fulfilling economic requirements
:
7 = Strongly in favor of fulfilling economic requirements.

EU_POLITICAL_REQUIRE = position on fulfilling the political requirements of EU mem-
bership.

1 = Strongly opposed to fulfilling political requirements
:
7 = Strongly in favor of fulfilling political requirements.

EU_GOOGOV_REQUIRE = position on fulfilling the good governance requirements of EU
membership.

1 = Strongly opposed to fulfilling good governance requirements
:
7 = Strongly in favor of fulfilling good governance requirements.

Last updated: January 22, 2021.
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