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2020 Chapel Hill Expert Survey United 
Kingdom - CovidUpdate 
 

 
Start of Block: Welcome and Instructions 
 
Welcome!  Dear colleague,     We are contacting you because you have been identified as an 
expert on political parties, public opinion, elections, or legislative behaviour in the United 
Kingdom. Our goal is to collect comparable estimates on political party positions across Europe. 
This follows previous studies which CHES has conducted since 1999.     We would like you to 
answer all questions, however you have the option to skip questions or parties unfamiliar to you. 
We would rather that you return an incomplete questionnaire than no questionnaire at all.     All 
responses are anonymous, and no identifiable personal data is collected in this survey. Data will 
be treated in the strictest confidence, under the terms of the GDPR and it will be used solely for 
the purposes of the CHES survey.  Queries can be sent to the Survey Administrator, Ryan 
Bakker (r.bakker@essex.ac.uk)           
 
Thank you in advance for sharing your expertise with us! 
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We would like you to reflect on the position of the leadership of national parties in the United 
Kingdom over the course of 2020. The leadership of a political party consists of the party’s 
chair, the party presidium, and the parliamentary party (as distinct from the party base or local 
and regional party officials). 
   Below you will find the abbreviations and full names of national parties, in the country 
language and in English. 
 
 
 
  Abbreviation    Full Name    English Translation    
 CON     Conservative Party   Conservative Party    
 LAB      Labour Party    Labour Party     
 LIBDEM    Liberal Democrats   Liberal Democrats    
 Green     Green Party     Green Party     
 SNP      Scottish National Party   Scottish National Party  
 Plaid     Plaid Cymru    The Party of Wales    
 Brexit      Brexit Party    Brexit Party     
      
 

End of Block: Welcome and Instructions  
Start of Block: General Questions on European Integration 
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 Q1:  What has been the party’s position on responding to the COVID-19 crisis since it 
emerged in 2020?      

 

0: 
Prioritising 

keeping 
the 

economy 
open. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10: 
Prioritising 
containing 
the virus. 

Don't 
know 

CON  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
LAB  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

LIBDEM  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Green  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
SNP  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Plaid  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Brexit  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

 
 
 
 
As the UK is leaving the EU, it may be difficult to place the parties on the next question.  Please 
feel free to use the Don't Know option (or to skip altogether) if this is the case.  
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Q2: COVID-19 reintroduced discussion of a European fiscal union. What is the party’s 
position on moving towards a fiscal union?  

 

0: 
Strongly 
opposes 
moving 
towards 
a fiscal 
union. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10: 
Strongly 
favours 
moving 
towards 
a fiscal 
union. 

Don't 
know 

CON  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
LAB  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

LIBDEM  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Green  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
SNP  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Plaid  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Brexit  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
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Q3: Government vs. citizen responsibility: Some parties believe that governments should 
enforce public health measures, while others think that individual citizens should be 
trusted to self-enforce public health guidelines. What is the party's position?    

 

0: Believes 
in 

government 
enforcement 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10: Trusts 
citizen self-
enforcement 

Don't 
know 

CON  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
LAB  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

LIBDEM  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Green  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
SNP  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Plaid  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Brexit  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
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Q4: COVID-19 has stimulated debate on the role of science in public policy. Some 
political leaders call into question the relevance of scientific expertise for public 
policymaking. Other political leaders argue that scientific expertise is essential for sound 
policymaking. Where does the party stand? 

 

0: Scientific 
expertise is 
not essential 

for 
policymaking 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10: Scientific 
expertise is 
essential for 

policymaking. 

Don't 
know 

CON  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
LAB  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

LIBDEM  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Green  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
SNP  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Plaid  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Brexit  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

 
 

End of Block: General Questions on European Integration  
Start of Block: Block 5 
 
We thank you for filling out the survey.   Please visit our website (www.chesdata.eu) for free 
access to all previous waves of the data and follow us on Twitter (@ches_data) for information 
regarding the release of the COVID-19 update.  
 

End of Block: Block 5  
 


